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Reading Passage (1)  

Biological clock is the name given to the sense of time which most animals 

have. This is sometimes called an internal clock and is probably located in the 

brain of the animal. This clock helps to prepare the animal for the change 

from day to night, or from summer to winter. All animals need to know the 

time of day or time of year in oder to survive. A bird, such as a pigeon, would 

soon die of starvation if it only worked up as night approached. Pigeons 

search for food such as seeds or fruits by sight, and need daylight to this. In 

the same way it would be pointless if a bird started to build a nest and raise a 

family as winter approached. Even the most simple animals have some forms 

of internal clock. The smallest animals, called protozoa, show a daily cycle of 

activity. Many are only active in daylight when they move around feeding on 

equally small plants. If these creatures are kept in total darkness, they still 

have a cycle of activity and rest which matches the change from day to night. 

This tells us that these simple animals seem to know when night ends and the  



day should begin. They are controlled by something from within themselves 

and not simply by the change from day to night. Many animals work a 24-

hour rhythm of activity. Bees, butterflies, bats, owls, and many others move 

around at certain times of day. They are active only when they are able to 

feed. Bees and butterflies need daylight to see their food. Bats and owls 

move around at night when they use sounds or very good eyesight to find 

their way.  

14-  The word “starvation” (line 5) is closest in meaning to ............... .  

    1) illness                 2) hunger                   3) tiredness                    4) hardwork 

15- In the third paragraph, the writer ............... . 

    1) focuses on plant- eating animals.   

    2) compares biological clock with internal clock.  

    3) gives some examples of biological clock in animals. 

    4) shows the importance of internal clock in the dark areas of earth. 

 


